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Thawnk You for not fllming the
performance

DVD cop[,es are avaitlable to ordey on the CCOC's online stove oy
ot the box office for $1.5.

https://squareup.com/store/CCOC/

Dont forget to visit the bake sale at the back of the
roovn before the performance begins! There Ls no

Lakermission.
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Welcome to our Youth Chorus production of Commedial

The Canadian Children’s Opera Company is represented by many
different ages, and it is such a thrill to watch Butterflies turn into Rubies,
Juniors into Principals, and Principals become the talented young men
and women of our Youth Chorus.

With “opera” right in the company name, it is our mandate to fully
explore not only the musical aspect of the art form, but also the dramatic.
CCOC Drama Coach, Director and heralded
actor Alix Sideris joined us at the beginning
of our 2015/2016 season and has greatly
deepened the YC drama program with last
vear’s French cabaret Liberté, E qalité,
Fraternité. Knowing her vast experience in
the field of the influential Italian tradition of
commedia dell’arte, it was inevitable that
this work would come to life. The classic
commedia characters of Arlequino,
Columbine and Pantalone have inspired
everything from Mozart's The Marriage of
Figaro to The Simpsons. It requires precision,
dedication and the ability to look like a fool!
Alix along with CCOC Music Director Teri
Dunn have created a charming return to
16th Century Italy with hilarious musical
stops along the way.

Tk Ca()fmﬂc

Character sketch by

Sophie e Sivey

5o sit back, relax and SEND IN THE CLOWNS!

Wean C@BW/!J,
Artistic Divectoy
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50 much of our contemporary comedy has been greatly influenced by the
centuries old theatre art form of Commedia dell’ Arte. Originated in Italy
in the 16th century, it was characterized by the use of masks, improvised
dialogue, physical shtick (lazzi) and a cast of colourful stock characters:
the foolish old man, the devious cut throat, the military officer full of false
bravado, the miser, the imp, the sharp-tongued servant, the innamorati
{lovers) and so many others.

It is interesting to note that the first professional theatre contract was
signed by a Commedia troupe in 1545. As well, female roles were actually
played by women in these Commedia troupes, documented as early as
the 1560s ... well in advance of any theatre in the world.

The CCOC’s Youth Chorus began exploring Commedia’s stock characters
way back in November during their camp retreat. Throughout rehearsal,
they actively learned how to apply Commedia’s character embodiment,
playfulness, comic timing, and ensembles picture-making to their pieces
and text. Over the past several months, these lovely artists have made me
laugh so much, my belly ached. I'm so proud of their evolution as artists
and very content that they have now added a new skill to their creative
repertoire - the skill of playfulness, broad embodiment, inventiveness and
creative problem-solving,.

It is also with great joy that the Principal Chorus has joined us in
bookending this play. The PCs have been working hard all year learning
the principals of precision, risk, truth and embodiment. Their
commitment and rigour are a marvel. I'm a big fan of them.

Enjoy the antics of this very silly and romantic play. It was spawned from
the creative sparks and hearts of all involved. As I’ve said over and over
again during this rehearsal process ... these loves are delicious creative
wonders! Ok, I may have actually called them delicious freaks but really,
it's a term of endearment ... right?

Alix Sideris
Stage dlrector § Writer
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Caro mio ben

My dear beloved,
Believe me, at least,
Without yvou

My heart languishes!

Your faithful one
Always sighs;
Cease, cruel one
So unbending!

O mig babbinoe caro

Oh my dear papa,

Llewe him, he is handsome.
I'want to go to Porta Rossa
To buy the ring!

Yes, yes, Twant to go there!
And if my love were in vain,
T'would go to the Ponte Vecchio
And throw myself in the Arnol

Tam anguished and tormented!
Oh God, I'd like to dict

Papa, have pity, have pity!
Fapa, have pity, have pity!

o ATV A AN T

Eccomi pronto ai baci

Here I am, ready for kisses:

kiss me, my Ergaslo; bult kiss

in such a way that no trace of biting teeth
may leave a scar to mark my face;

so that others may not point to itand in it
read my shame and your kisses.

Ah! You bite and do not kiss,

you have branded me, ah! Ah!

Better to die than kiss you no more!

Amanti costanti

Principal Chorus
Faithful lovers,

zealous in honour,

sing the praises

of such a wisc master.
Renouncing a right
that insults and
oifcnds,

he renders you spotless
to your lovers.

Tutti
Sing the praises of such
a wise master!

Faithiul lovers, efr.
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Extra special thanks to our wonderful artistic, production and
rehearsal parent volunteers who make possible the operation of
the CCOC.
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